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“looked really colourful during the 

summer months…local residents have 

commented on what a difference they 

have made to the area” 

 

Claire Allsop, Centre Manager 

Meadowfields Community Centre 

Applicant: Pennines in Bloom Group 

Fund: Priority Projects Fund 

Awarded: £3,500 

 
Pennines in Bloom aims to promote natural beauty in our community by encouraging and supporting 

improvements in the areas of Littleborough, Milnrow, Newhey, Firgrove, Smallbridge and Wardle.  A 

group consisting of representatives from across Pennines Township are working towards sustainable, 

long term environmental improvements that will benefit the local community and nurture 

understanding, appreciation and respect of our green spaces.  Community groups, schools, local 

businesses and the general public were given the opportunity to showcase their horticultural pride that 

exists in Pennines through their entry into the North West in Bloom competition in 2013.  A judging 

route was agreed that encompassed the many green activities taking place in Pennines Township from 

allotments to planters and community led environmental projects.  Funds were awarded to the 

Pennines in Bloom Group who co-ordinated and developed projects such as a planted rowing boat floral 

display, ‘All about Herbs’ schools competition, hanging baskets at Meadowfields Community Centre, 

improved a grassed area at Littleborough Fire Station and enhanced the entrance to Hare Hill Park with 

colourful bedding plants.  Pennines in Bloom is an opportunity for the community to come together 

building stronger networks between people who live across Pennines Township.  The North West in 

Bloom awards reward horticultural excellence, community involvement, environmental friendliness and 

sustainability.  Pennines Township have been awarded the North West in Bloom Silver Gilt award. 



 

 

 

 

 

 “highlight was the success of the village 

trail…very positive feedback from the 

information provided” 

 

Bernice Clifton 

Co-ordinator 

Wardle & Smallbridge History Group 

Applicant: Wardle and Smallbridge History Group 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £343.50 

 
Wardle and Smallbridge History Group collects, arranges and preserves materials relevant to the 

district’s history and development.  The group aims to increase public interest in the local area and in its 

heritage through the hard work of dedicated volunteers.  The grant awarded enabled Wardle and 

Smallbridge History Group to participate in National Heritage Open Days 2013 with two village buildings 

registered for England’s largest voluntary cultural event.  Heritage Open Days celebrate England’s 

fantastic architecture and culture by offering free access to properties that are usually closed to the 

public or normally charge for admission.  The group widened the focus to other buildings and groups in 

the village with a community past and present theme during the Heritage Week.  Visitors and the local 

community were given the opportunity to discover hidden architectural treasures and enjoy a heritage 

trail, events, displays and activities that brought to life local history and culture.  Wardle Village Church 

and the former Wardle Urban District Council Offices featured on the trail of 20 sites around Wardle 

and exhibitions that featured artefacts, maps and photographs gave local groups the opportunity to 

publicise their activities.  Notice boards and the volunteer photographer’s materials purchased with the 

grant enabled information to be displayed throughout the village and showcased the open days 

throughout the week.  The Village Church, a former Wesleyan Chapel built in 1878, received more than 

50 entries in its visitors’ book with many positive comments about the visual splendour of the display of 

local church banners.  Wardle Urban District Council Offices received visitors that exceeded 70 from as 

far afield as York and Halifax.  Wardle Society and Wardle Volunteers displayed their past and present 

projects in the building that gave an insight into what goes on behind the scenes in village life.  Digital 

historical maps of the area were also available for people to examine with guidance from a village 

resident with expertise in archaeology and local history.  Wardle Art Group and other local artists 

displayed their paintings in the village library while St James Primary School opened its doors to visitors 

with displays of images of the original building and old school photographs.  A Heritage Market run by 

villagers was well attended during the week and the local Brownies and Guides display on camping 

styles and children’s village treasure hunt were very successful.  The History Group’s village trail was 

very popular with many visitors and residents picking up the leaflets to walk the 20 sites that each had 

an excellent summary of the significance of that site or building in the village’s economic and social 

history.  Many people commented on the quality and detail of the information boards and how much 

they had learnt about the area.  The first ever Wardle Village Heritage Week proved to be a memorable 

and special week in the social history of Wardle. 


